To the Hon, H.A.W.Skeen,duige of the Circuit Churt for Lee County! 
Humbly complaining ,your oratrix,¥Martha Robbins,would respectfully 
represent unto your.honor,that her husband Franklin P Robbins by the hands 
: EGF | 
of a murderer departed this life on the day of May, toee intestate; 
that previous wh. his death,tomvit,on the day of Oct.,1895,the said 
Franklin P.Robbins conveyed and deeded to your oratrix all his estate,both 
real and personal;that at the timec of thas conveyance he had &@ small per— 
Sonal estate,censisting of some hogs,sheev,cattle and horses;that whatever est 
tate he had at that time,and all its acecretions,rents and profits belong *‘ 
now to your oratrixjthat said deed was delivered t,c yout oratrix,and she 
by virtue of the same took ail his property he then ewned and used and eclaime 
it as her own, 2 Copy of which deed is here Piled as ap part of this bill, 
marked "D" and prayed to be taken in conneétion herewith, 
Your oratrix will further show unto your gonor that in dune 1897 Gtna 
dune 1898,her father gave her :in eagsh $S555.50;that a part of tngd Sun,t0— 
wit the sum of $155.00 she paid out to lawyers té pRosecute the man who killed 
her said husbmnd,and she loanded. to W.R.Robbings $51.56, c1d—the-resitve—she 
Sete eatite—wiek,and turned over to H.S.Flanary Admr.ioft ssid F.P 
a of $129.75 and the residua She bought cattle With,which we: 
by said Flanary for the sum of jeuree:. 
Your oratrix Will furtbe shoWunto your honor,that when her 
Said husband died he had no property whatever in his own right ,but all the 
Slee tes / fp haga, Corie, Culi&X< 7 SN, Ua "€ Fetct.Clus 
personal“ estate left on the place at the time of his death belonged to her; 
yet through @ mutual mistake of both the law and facts connected with the said 
property ,the said Fil@hary took possession of all the personal Prooerty on 
the premises,and sold the Same,he also demanded the notes or choses ne 
tion and money,which your oratrix likewise turned over to himsbut the entire 
émount of the same your oratrix d.ces not know,as ssid Faanary has not turned 


over to the Commissioner of accounts any sale bill or invoicd of what dia 


go into his hands, 


Your oratrix will further show unto your bvrwor,that at the tudes Gime «& 


Said preperty went into said Rxuiur Flanary'ts hands she lived in the Crab 
Orecrard country,far removed fron the court house of the county,and fron any 
lawyersand she was told by old citizens of that neighborhood that she 

jad 
could not sell or difvese of any ef the property left on the preises even 
though it did belong to 2 : , title to the purchaser;bdut that 
ENXH 2n administrator would have te be appointed by the court and he take 
charge ef the same and sell it,and collets the debts,and when he had done 
so,and had got the money into his ) money would be paid over to 
your oratrixsand she being a women of but little experiance in such affairs 
Supposed this to be correct and allowed Said Flanary to take charge of all 
her personal property and money,under the belief and under the assurance even 
wt said Flanary that such was necessary in law and that she would 
money all back she turned over to him,and the net proceed@ of the 


her property and notes. Ana your ora d the said Flanary 


what the lawful course had been taken until recently,when she and he met ck 


= 


Jonesville for the purpose of settleing up,and he paying 
money that was in his hands;% here were Lnformed by severl Lawyers that 
the course which had been taken with reference to her proparty werexx 
not required by law,and that the said Flanry could not safely pay over 
money in his hands without first having the judgement of the Court in 
regard te the same, 
Your oratrix will further represent unto your honor that the said 
3 <“ 
Franklin P.Robbins left Surviving him as his heirs at law and distributess 
elght little children,to wit = John C.Robobins,R.Minnie Robbins, Hargarett 
E.Robbins ,Walter T.Robbins, Ida J~-Robbins, Thomas 8-Robbins, William A. 
Robbins,and James P.Roobinssthat each of these children are under twent y-one 
years old,and live with your oratrix,and she has to keep them up the best 
way she can, 
Your oratrix will further show unto your honor that the 
anklin PsRobbins was not indebted in any sum of money to any person at 
time of his arene ;that she has paid his burial ex enses,and no one but 


Ma ee nau c= 


herself na hathany claim on S Fagaahe fund in said Flanary'ts hand S | Detgelgumaemgeatesindsieel” 


/3- 


The premises considered, your oratrix is advised that she has rights 
in said funds now in the hands of said Flanary as 2dministrator of Franklin P, 
Robbins,which are cgnizable only in a court of equity;that she is enbLitled to 
the funds in his hands 2S such adninistrator;t hat owing to the fact that she 
does not know the emount in said administrators hands,she is entitiea to hand 
@ commissioner under your honor's direction @ppnointed to accertain What is in 
his hands,and fron what property derived,in thar vent Said Flanary does not truly 
&@nswer mhxkx in this eause what is in his hands. 
fhe ‘Ngee shag therefore,orf your oratrix is that said E.S.Flanary,as admin- 
istrator of said F.P.Robbins,Jdohn C.Robbins, R.Minnie Rebbins, Margarett Rabu tne: 
Walter Red beer de d-Robbins,Thomas B.Robbins and James PeRobbins be Dal — 
bies defendants to this bill of Cojmplaint,that be required to answer the same but 
they meeed not do go On eath,as that is Waived;that a guardian ad litem be ape 
Pointed for said infants to defend for then;that said Flanary be specially re. 
Guired to answer what Sum of money is in his hands as such administrator of said 
Franklin P.Robbins,andg from what source derived.dnd that on a Final hearing of 
this eause your honor decree that Said Flanary pay over to her the amount of money 
in his hands as #aministrator or said Robbins,insteaa of paying her Only one-third 
of the same and the reisdue to said children of said P.eP.sRobbinssbut if she shoulda 
be mistaken in demanding the whole of the sum in his hands,that she be kites to 
L~. 
gorid the sum she got from her father,and the amount for which the cattle Sold, fm 
which her money bought,and the money derived from the Sale of the corn Which was 
SOld,because it was raised off of her lands. And that all other and further and 


general relief be awarded her that the natuYt of her eause and good conscience 


nay r@ouire, And she will ever pray,etc. May Spa.isaue ete, 


To the Hon. H.A.W.Skeen, Judge of the Circuit Court for Lee County? 

The separate answer of K.S.Flaaary,as administrator of Franklin 
P.Robbins,decd.,to a bill of complaint filed in this honorable court by 
Martha Robbins against him and others: 

And for answer to saic or to so much thereof as he is advised that 
it is material for him to answer,answering he says, That he supposes that it 
is true that the said complainant is the widow of his decedents;that the said 
Franklin P.Robbins in his life time made to said Martha a deed to all his 
property,both real and personal;that your respondent was duly appointed adminis 
trator of said Franklin P.Robbins;that as such administrator he took posses— 
Sion of and sold corn,hogs,cattle,horses and mules,ete,which brought the 
SUM OF Brrvviveccvecceeesf that there was turned over to hin by the said 
plainant two notes amounting in the aggregate to the sum of? Bsa tattoo arte a ly 
that she turned over to him the sum of $129.75 in VS). tgrezatbing in the 
aggregate to the sum of S$654.493that a: 1@ these 13 were turned 
over to him,he was informed of the existence of said deed aid Franklin 
P.Robbins,and that thereby possibly by virtue thereof all the property which 
went into his hands were proverty of said complaiant; yet he was of the ovine 
ion that by law it was his duty to take the Same and sell it,ecollect the 
money represented by the notes,ete.and the net proneeeds after deducting exm 
penses of administration pay the residue over to said complainantand this he 
so informed the said complainant,and she then with the @Sssurance that she 
would get back the money turned over to. your responéant,and the net pro- 


* 


ceeds of sales of the property sold,she condented to allow the sane sold,b 


ljieving that the lawful course was being taken in regard to the same,anad your 


oy Ee believed that e@lso,and did not know any better until in July, 


1901, he and said complainant met at Jonesville to settle up the matter, 
Your respondamt further suppeses it to be true that said Franklin 
P.~Robbins owed no debts or was in any wise liable to any one for money at 
the time of his death;that his burial expenses has been paids;that there is 
liability existing upon his estates;that he left surviving him as his heirs 


at law and distributees the eight minor childred mentioned and named in said 


complainant's billjand that at the time saia econplainant filed her bill 

sph le made no settlement with the commissioner of accounts,for he had supe 
posed such was unnecessary,as he was under the belief said complainant was 
entitled to the fund in his hands,and sh®@ being sui juris,he eould make a 
complete settlement with her alone,without the expense of the Lnter—position 
of a commissioner of accounts, Your respond@nt: will now show and rep 
resnet unto your honor,that since the RxXtexx Liling of this Suit,he has made 

4 complete peal EY. eal of his administration account before the commissioner of 


accounts of this county,a copy of which he here files. as a part of this his 


answer,and whieh shows that there is in his hands a net fund of sO. K LZ 


which sum,less the amount to pay the taxes thereon for the Coming year, he is 
ready to pay over to said complaiant or to any éther person or persond that 
y 
your honor may decree to be paid to, 
Now having wmswered said bill as fully and completely as he is adu 
vised that it is material for him to answer,he prays to be hence dismissed 


with his reasonable costs.And he will evet ey 
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Tothe Shoriff of the County of Loo, Grecting: 


> held for the 


.199/, to answer a bill in 


And have then there this writ. Witness, A. B. Munsey, Clerk of our said Court, at the court-house, 


the Pe Mae. day of: xt Ate bee ee oe .199/, and in the foROK a Ven, of the Common - 


wealth. A copy, Teste: Oe a SS ee AMA ee en Clerk. 


Clerk. 


ROATRIGHUTIOBL OFFICH, GATE CITY, VA. 
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